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TURNING POINTS

20 Things That Happened for
the First Time in 2023

A series of surprising and serious events and trends that were

unprecedented until now.
Researchers found evidence this year of airborne microplastics in the clouds above
Mount Fuji in Japan. Ko Sasaki for The New York Times

15. Microplastics are found in the clouds.

Researchers in Japan have found evidence that microplastics are in the clouds, according to a paper
published in August in the journal Environmental Chemistry Letters, raising questions about possible

SlinEICKSEvER S cientistsiiromlVasedalUniversitylinkiokyolioundfairbornelmicroplasticslinfcloudsfabove
Vlewng Fffi that they believe came mainly from the ocean.
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